
KHPA, UniCare and the Optometrists Association are working together to address issues raised by Optometrists 
since the transition to the new MCOs contract on January 1, 2007.    
 
One issue raised was how a family can have children in Title 19 and Title 21.  Eligibility in the State of Kansas 
is based on family income and the age of the child.  It is called “stair step” eligibility.  See the chart below: 
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Federal Poverty Level (FPL) for a Household of Three (3) 

 
Percent of Federal Poverty Level (FPL) Income Thresholds 

200% $33,200 

175% $29,050 

150% $24,900 

133% $22,078 

100% $16,600 
 
 
Viewing the chart above imagine a family at 150% of the Federal Poverty Level (FPL).    This family has a 
child who is a newborn and a 5 year-old.  Looking at the chart the newborn would be in Title 19 and the 5 year 
old would be in Title 21.   
 
The eligible populations in Title 19 and Title 21 capitated managed care are poverty level eligibles (PLE), and 
pregnant women.  The populations excluded from capitated managed care are the aged, blind, disabled, foster 
care, adoption support, Juvenile Justice Authority (JJA), breast and cervical cancer, people on Home and 
Community Based Services (HCBS) waivers, people who reside in an institution and the medically needy.   
 
Another issue raised was, “Do persons eligible for capitated managed care have a choice of plans?” Yes, 
persons eligible for capitated managed care have a choice.   Persons eligible for capitated managed care have at 
least 15 days to make a choice.  If they do not make a choice they are defaulted to an MCO.  Federal law 



mandates beneficiaries have a choice.  In Regions 1 and 2 beneficiaries have a choice between UniCare and 
Children’s Mercy Family Health Partners but do not have the choice to enroll in HealthConnect Kansas (HCK).  
In Region 3, there is only one MCO and therefore beneficiaries are given a choice between UniCare and HCK.  
HealthConnect Kansas is the primary care case manager (PCCM) model of managed care.  Under HCK, 
providers are paid fee for service (FFS) in accordance with the Medicaid fee schedule.  This managed care 
model is administered by EDS, the state’s fiscal agent.  Other persons eligible for HCK are Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI), and MediKan. 
 
See the map on the next page. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AL L E N

AT CH IS O N

B AR BE R

B AR TO N

B O U RB O N

B RO W N

B UT LE R

C HA S E

C LA RK

C LA Y

C LO UD

C O F FE Y

C O M AN C HE
C O W L E Y

C RA W FO R D

D E CA TU R

E D W AR D S

E L K

E L LIS

E L LS W O RT H

F INN E Y

F O R D

G E A R Y
G O V E

G R AH A M

G R AN T G R AY

G R E E L E Y

G R E E N W O O D

H AM ILT O N

H AR P E R

H AR V E Y

H AS K E L L

J E W E L L

J O H N S O N

K E AR N Y

K ING MA NK IO W A

L AB E TTE

L AN E

L INC O L N

L INN
L Y O NM AR IO N

M AR S H AL L

M E AD E

M IAM I

M ITC HE LL

M O R RIS

M O R TO N
N E O S H O

N E S S
O S A G E

O S B O R N E

O T TAW A

P A W NE E

P H ILL IP S

P R AT T

R AW L INS

R E NO

R E P U BL IC

R ICE

R ILE Y
R O O K S

R US H

R US S E LL
S A LIN E

S C O TT

S E W A RD

S H AW N E E

S M ITH

S TA FF O R D

S TA N TO N

S TE V E NS

S U M NE R

TH O M A S

TR E G O

W A BA UN S E E

W IC HIT A

W IL S O N

W O O DS O N

P O T TA W AT O M IE

W A S HIN G T O N

 C HA TA UQ UA

M O N TG O M E RY

C HE R O K E E

N O R TO N

H O D G E M AN

AN D E R S O N

D ICK IN S O N
L O G A N

L E AV E N W O RT H

W Y A ND O T TE

J AC K S O N

N E M AH A

F RA NK L IN

D O U G L AS

M CP HE R S O N

S E D G W IC K

D O N IP HA NC HE Y E NN E

S H E R MA N

W A LL AC E

J E F FE R S O N

S H E R IDA N

Region 3 UniCare Health Plan of Kansas, Inc. 

Region 2 Children’s Mercy Family Health Partners &           
                UniCare Health Plan of Kansas, Inc.  

Region 1 Children’s Mercy Family Health Partners &          
                UniCare Health Plan of Kansas, Inc. 

 


